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New Circle Road Study & Corridor Needs 
The LFUCG Division of Planning prepared the Imagine New Circle Study (Appendix E) to 
develop improvement concepts to address the needs in this critical corridor. LFUCG identified 
multiple community needs for the corridor in the Imagine Lexington 2018 Comprehensive 
Plan and the Lexington Safety Action Plan, including a signalized RCUT intersection corridor 
with major pedestrian safety upgrades; a safety education and outreach program focused on 
speeding and yielding the right-of-way; and funding of a Vision Zero Coordinator position to 
facilitate the education program and advance the Vision Zero program across the county. 

Safety Context 
The Northeast New Circle Road Corridor has the most fatal and serious injury crashes of 
any corridor defined in the Lexington Safety Action Plan. Additionally, over 40% of these 
crashes were pedestrian or bicycle crashes. The corridor also ranked highest in the equivalent 
property damage only (EPDO) crash ranking conducted for the study, which assigns weighted 
values to all crash types. These rankings indicate that there is no more important section of 
road for safety investment in Lexington than Northeast New Circle Road.  

Northeast New Circle Road is a heavily traveled, signalized, four-lane principal arterial with long 
spacing between signalized intersections and crosswalks. There are numerous access points and 
driveways to existing frontage roads. The intersections are large and not all legs currently have 
crosswalks. Many road sections have shoulders that function as deceleration lanes and the vast 
majority of the corridor does not have sidewalks, resulting in pedestrians using those very same 
shoulders. The land use context includes a mixture of uses including retail commercial 
development, residential, schools, parks, and employment centers. The land-uses generate 
considerable pedestrian activity. The corridor is also a major transit route in the City.  

The county-wide safety context for Lexington is that it has experienced an increase in 
severe crashes over the last few years, but is trying to reverse this trend and move toward 
zero fatalities by 2050. This goal is documented in the Lexington Safety Action Plan. The City 
has a close working partnership with KYTC and the Highway Safety Improvement Program, but 
there is a need for more funding to implement safety education and Vision Zero activities across 
the City. Lexington is Kentucky’s second largest city and is home to the University of Kentucky. The 
potential to improve safety is great, but more funding is needed to accomplish the vision.   

If USDOT provides SS4A funding, LFUCG will: 

1) Install signalized RCUTs (See Figure 1). RCUT designs substantially decrease severe 
crashes including pedestrian crashes. This intersection/access point design uses simple 
two phase signals, with shorter cycle lengths. It is a proven safety countermeasure.   

2) Install signalized pedestrian crossings with the RCUTs (doubling the number of crossings). 
3) Improve existing signalized crossings, including upgrading signage and lighting. 
4) Introduce speed calming and speed countermeasures, including lane and visual 

narrowing of the corridor and possible changes to the posted speed limit to further 
protect pedestrians and bicyclists. 

What is planned for Northeast New Circle Road?

Why is Northeast New Circle Road    
being redesigned?

New Circle Road is the highest severe injury 
corridor and one of the highest pedestrian crash 
corridors in Lexington. According to the 2023 
Lexington-Fayette Safety Action Plan, the project 
area of New Circle Road experienced 2,282 
crashes between 2015 and 2021. While much of 
New Circle Road operates as a freeway, this section 
of the corridor runs alongside neighborhoods and 
businesses, exposing pedestrians and cyclists to 
high-speed traffic.

What neighborhoods will be affected by this project?

This project has been strategically located to create safer travel conditions for various neighborhoods along Northeast New 
Circle Road. This includes Castlewood, Bryan Station, Elkhorn Park, Green Acres, Hollow Creek, and Breckenridge. There are also 
several businesses of varying sizes located along the corridor.

How is this project being funded?

This project is was awarded a federal grant from the US Department of Transportation’s Safe Streets and Roads for All program. 
With this grant, a significant portion of the $35 million investment in New Circle Road is covered by federal funds.

How can I provide input and stay up-to-date on this project?

You can learn more about the project, sign up for updates, and find meeting details on the project website at 
ImagineNorthNewCircle.com. The project website can be viewed in multiple languages through the dropdown menu at the 
top right of the webpage. Please enter the URL into a web browser or scan the QR code on the other side of the flyer to visit 
the website.

¿Necesitas una traducción o quieres saber más sobre el proyecto?

Puede obtener más información sobre el proyecto, suscribirse para recibir actualizaciones y consultar los detalles de las 
reuniones en el sitio web del proyecto: ImagineNorthNewCircle.com. El sitio web del proyecto está disponible en varios idiomas 
a través del menú desplegable en la esquina superior derecha. Para visitarlo, introduzca la URL en un navegador o escanee el 
código QR del reverso del folleto.

Northeast New Circle Road is being improved to create a safer travel experience along one of 
Lexington’s most important roads. This project will span 1.8 miles, providing safety enhancements 
from Bryan Station Road to Development Drive. The safety improvements are planned to include 
shared use paths, pedestrian crossing enhancements, and four “Restricted Crossing U-Turn Intersections 
(RCUTs). While less common than traditional four-way intersections, RCUTs have been proven to prevent 
crashes and signalized RCUTs offer an effective and safe way for pedestrians to cross wide arterial streets 
like New Circle Road.


